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Hashemi endorses the position of the Supreme Leader on Recent Events

Tuesday, 31 Sharivar 1388 [22 September 2009]

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Chairman of the Assembly of Experts, today
Tuesday at the meeting of the fourth term of the Assembly of Experts, said that a
group of “kind-hearted” people is in the process of developing strategies based

on the Supreme Leader’s speeches for solving the current crisis.

In his speech during the inauguration of the sixth meeting of the fourth term of
the Assembly of Experts, Hashemi Rafsanjani referred to Ayatollah Khamenei’'s

statements on recent problems in the nation much more than usual.

The Chairman of the Assembly of Experts declared that the principles of the

speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei in recent months have been very useful and
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multiple times during the course of his speech, emphasized that if the “guidelines

of the Leader” are adhered to, the current problems of the nation will be solved.

Hashemi Rafsanjani explicitly referred to Ayatollah Khamenei’s speech in the

recent Friday Prayers and Eid-e Fitr, and declared them to be “realistic.”

He said, “The criticisms and suggestions that are outside of the framework of the
law cannot be useful, but if these criticisms fall within the framework of the law
and their recommendations are heeded, they can be useful. The Supreme Leader

has emphasized this point.”

Hashemi Rafsanjani urged the Sources of Emulation and theological seminaries

to cooperate with the government and not cause any further schisms.

At the same time, he figuratively criticized conditions that have come about after
the establishment of the 10™ Ahmadinejad administration, and said that during
the time when this new administration was being established, the nation suffered

from economic stagnation, which brought pain to the Iranian people.

The Chairman of the Assembly of Experts also criticized the broadcast of
confessions of post-election prisoners implicating other individuals and said: “It’'s

not permissible that any publication can publish whatever speech it wants,



because this is illegal., These confessions represent disrespect to science,

honor, human character, and the integrity of society and the individual.”

In his Friday Prayer sermon in Tehran on the occasion of Eid-e Fitr, Ayatollah
Khamenei declared that the confession of prisoners in the court and in front of
television cameras had legal legitimacy according to “Sharia” and “custom,” and
but at the same time, added that the speeches of the accused implicating other

individuals did not have legitimacy according to “Sharieh.”

The Supreme Leader made this speech while at the same time, during the four
trial sessions of post-election events prisoners, not only were the names of non-
defendants brought up, but also the names of the defendants themselves were
illegally brought up in court, and the presiding judge did not object to these

revelations.

Hashemi and the Legal Procedures of the Experts

Based on Article 107 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, choosing the
Supreme Leader is the responsibility of the Experts elected by the people.
Likewise, based on Article 109 of the Constitution, any time that the Supreme
Leader becomes incapable of carrying out his legal duties, or the Supreme
Leader loses one of the eligibility conditions of the Leadership (as mentioned in

Article 5 and 100 and 9 in the Constitution), or it becomes clear that he was



lacking some of the eligibility conditions from the beginning, the Experts must

force the Supreme Leader to resign his post.

Some analysts predicted that the members of the Assembly of Experts would
criticize the Supreme Leader’s actions during their meeting today, especially in

the violent repression of the people during post-election events.

Other sources had claimed prior that Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Chairman of the
Assembly of Experts and President of the Expediency Discernment Council of
the System, given the consultations he has had in recent months with some of
the members of the Assembly of Experts, had the goal of bringing up the issue of
Ayatollah Khamenei’'s inadequacy to be Supreme Leader, but these claims were

never confirmed.

Another group predicted that Hashemi Rafsanjani would probably bring the
conduct of the Supreme Leader into question in his main speech at the Assembly
of Experts, and, acting on the supervisory duties of the Assembly of Experts,

demand the resignation of Ayatollah Khamenei.

Despite these predictions, Hashemi Rafsanjani today in his conference with the
Experts of the Leadership, more than ever previously, emphasized that Ayatollah
Khamenei’s speech offered solutions and that it was necessary for all Iranians to

follow him.



The people and the post-elections protesters in the Islamic Republic were
sincerely hopeful that Hashemi Rafsanjani supported the people’s protests and
would follow up on post-election events, because he has transformed into a

major Reformist-supporting figure in recent years.

Other observers say that Hashemi Rafsanjani, because of the current special
conditions and the threats to prosecute his children in Ahmadinejad
administration-supporting newspapers, is very unlikely to begin a serious
confrontation with Ayatollah Khamenei.

Likewise, it is important to note the issue of the military and security forces under
the command of the Supreme Leader, who have been scattered across sensitive
areas of the nation, and act as an arresting force against any form of action that

would cause the resignation of the Supreme Leader.

It is even said that providing security for members of the Assembly of Experts is
in the hands of the Security Forces, who are under control of the Supreme
Leader, and this very fact may render opponents of Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei unable to freely express their criticisms -- although this idea has been

raised as a mere speculation, and has not been confirmed by reliable sources.

It is predicted that the sixth session of the fourth term of the Experts will end
without serious criticism of or supervision over the actions of the Supreme

Leader.
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