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In an interview with ILNA news agency on 12 Farvardin (1 April), the 30th
anniversary of the day that in a referendum the vast majority of Iranians voted for
the Islamic Republic as the government of Iran after the revolution, the chairman
of the Assembly of Teachers and Scholars of Qom Seminary School emphasized
that the day of 12 Farvardin is the day of democracy and added that 12 Farvardin
is a day that belongs to all Iranians and those Muslims who by choosing the
Islamic Republic have made a commitment to live with all the ethnic and religious
minorities in peace and harmony and, according to the constitution, honor all
their rights. Ayatollah Seyyed Hossein Mousavi-Tabrizi added that the people
themselves should chose to employ Islamic rulings and that the intention of Islam
is not to employ its rulings by force and dictatorship, and this means that the
people themselves have the right to choose to practice the Islamic rulings. He
added that the 12 Farvardin is the day of democracy and the republic because on
this day people chose, with their votes, this system, and it is very important in
that sense, and anyone who believes in peoples’ votes and the Islamic Republic
should know that this day is a great day, although in the past few years the
ceremonies for this great day have been diminished. Ayatollah Mousavi-Tabrizi
stressed that maybe even if Imam Khomeini was alive today and some would
raise this issue that the growth of the new generation after the revolution is such

that one cannot be sure if they truly want the idea of having a Supreme Leader or
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not and we want to know what is people’s vote now; Imam Khomeini would agree
with another referendum as he said in his famous speech on 1 Feb 1978 after his
return to country from exile in the cemetery that “even if 40 or 50 years ago our
ancestors voted for something, now the new generation should vote.” He added
that there is no problem in having another referendum and people expressing
what they truly want, as we had another referendum for the constitution and the
second time was for the corrections made to it. He said that we should not be
afraid of talking about referendum and we should not portray those who raise this
topic as traitors, and even those who care about the establishment could talk

about having another referendum. (by FB translation team)
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