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Supreme Leader meeting with the Students

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. This meeting met the
expectations which one has of a student meeting. The dear sisters and brothers
who spoke made some well-documented, accurate, and innovative remarks and
they offered sound analyses. When one takes an overall look at what was said,
he realizes that the main point made in these remarks is sincerity, compassion,
and avoidance of quarrels. This is everything which one expects of a young
educated person who is considered part of the elite. These were the points which
were made. Of course you don't represent the students of the whole country. You
may not even represent all of the various preferences and viewpoints which exist
among the country's students. But without a doubt, a large number of students
follow the same line of thinking and have the differences of opinion which you

mentioned during your comments.

| also have a lot to say to you students who are present here and the students of
the whole country. As | have said before, | will continue to speak to you dear
young people as long as | am capable of making speeches. | have no doubt that
this dynamic, inquisitive, assertive, emotional, and affectionate spirit which one
witnesses in the country's students will secure the future of not only this country

but also that of Islam and the Islamic ummah. You may not fully and deeply
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believe in something. But the existence of committed Islamic student movements
under different names in the country is promising for the future of not only this
country and system but also that of the Islamic ummah. You pay attention to
good things and you elaborate on good points. You follow up and pursue good
issues. These are strengths which, praise be to God, exist. | would like to talk for
a few minutes about some of the things which were asked from me or | think |
should explain. Then, if we don't run out of time before the call to prayer, | will

mention one or two points which | have in mind.

As far as my friends' (the students) comments are concerned, some of our
friends made some important points in their comments about the offenders who
worked behind the scene during the recent incidents (post-election unrest) and
asked why they were not put on trial, brought to justice, and dealt with. | would
like to tell you that when dealing with such significant cases, we can't take action
based on speculations, guesses, and rumours. We believe this great system and
revolution to be the product of the struggles of a great nation and the great
sacrifices made by young people, who during the revolution and the sacred
defence (Reference to the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war) and the era after that up until
now have made sacrifices. You are present in different arenas. Sometimes you
do great works. One cannot leave decisions about the continuation and the
general policies of the state, which need to be made at the leader's level, to

guesses and assumptions.

You should know that no crime will remain neglected. However, neither | nor you
can be sure of anything (before investigations). You are students who speak
freely and | am an experienced individual who has worked for many years. But
we are not different in the respect that we cannot ask the justice system to judge
in a particular manner. The justice system should see whether there are reasons
for condemning an individual as a criminal in political, economic, or various other
fields.



If evidence is found then the court will judge accordingly. | also hear many of the
rumours that you hear. Many of these rumours may even be true. One may have
certain evidence, circumstantial or otherwise, for it. But scattered evidence
cannot prove a crime against an individual. You should bear this in mind.
Therefore, one cannot say that there is a definite criminal behind the scenes and
the state intends to ignore his crimes for a reason or another. This is one point.
The other point is that, in view of its overall authority, the state's decisions should
be comprehensive considering all sides of issues.

One cannot approach issues from just one perspective. | believe that if you
address issues with such considerations, you will realize that what has so far

been done - and will be done in future - will convince every fair-minded individual.

The other issue that was mentioned by friends here was that certain offences -
and even crimes - have occurred during the incidents by unknown forces. You
referred to the university dormitory or similar incidents. Some dear friends
referred mainly to the university dormitory incident. However, some other
incidents have also taken place during this time. Some also referred to the
Kahrizah incidents.

Such issues are some of the difficulties faced by executive bodies. You should
first of all know that those behind such incidents will be seriously dealt with. We
do not want to make a big deal of issues. We do not want to issue orders so that
they would be aired by media. | do not want to get involved into propaganda. But
from the very first days orders have been issued. Some individuals are following

up issues. However, one should proceed very carefully.

During that particular night at the university dormitory some great offences took
place. Some bad deeds were committed. We have said that a particular case
should be opened on the subject, and accurate investigations should be carried
out to find criminals. We have said that the criminals should be identified, no



matter to what organization they are affiliated to. They should accordingly be

punished. | have already stressed this.

| am grateful for the efforts by our security police, disciplinary forces and the
Basij. They have done great jobs. But this is different. If an individual affiliated to
any of these organizations has committed a crime or an offence that should be
separately dealt with.

Their service will not be neglected because of the offences that they have
committed. Their crimes will not be ignored because of their services either. Their

crimes should certainly be dealt with, and they will be dealt with.

The same applies to Kahrizak incidents. That was announced. The issue of the
university dormitory will be followed up. We have also ordered that separate
cases should be opened for those individuals who have lost their dear ones -
which are a limited number - and those who have been adversely affected,

financially or otherwise. We shall follow up such issues.

But you should bear in mind that none of such issues should be mixed with the
main issue after the elections. The main incident should not be overshadowed by
such issues. A number of individuals ignore what happened after the elections.
They ignore the oppression against the people and the Islamic state. They ignore

the discrediting of the state by some individuals before some other nations.

They instead say that Kahrizak or the university dormitory incidents have been
the main issues of the country after the elections. This is another injustice. The
main issue is something else. The main issue is that people in a great move took
part in an enthusiastic and somehow unprecedented election. They cast such a

high rate of votes in ballot boxes. Is 85 percent of votes a joke?

The state, which had constantly achieved economic, scientific, political and
security progress in the past few years, gained great dignity by the elections.
Then we suddenly observe that a move is staged to destroy this honourable

event. This is the main issue.



What I'm about to say is my analysis and not based on any news and
information. | believe that such action did not start a few days before or after the
election. This was pre-planned. | am not accusing the involved people of being
foreign agents, such as agents of the U.S. or Britain. | am not making such a
claim because such a thing has not been proven to me and | can't talk about
something which hasn't been proven. All | can say is that those who
spearheaded this current may have known or not known that such a scenario
was premeditated. It was a deliberate attempt. All evidence shows that this
scenario was pre-planned and a calculated move. Of course, those who
masterminded it never thought that it would succeed. After some people started
to take some measures which were relatively welcome by some people in Tehran
after the election, they became hopeful and thought that their plan had worked
and things panned out as they had wanted them to. As a result, you saw the
foreign media, electronic and satellite networks entered the scene quickly
because a plan which they thought hadn't worked, had actually worked.
Fortunately, as always, they misunderstood and misread the situation in Iran and

the Iranian people. They received a slap in the face and a punch in the mouth.

Dear students, you must know that they are still hopeful. They are monitoring
Iran's affairs. They will not give up any time soon. They already have some
operatives and will find more. The universities have to be vigilant. A committed
Muslim student, who is interested in his country and has high hopes for the future
of his country and his generation, should be vigilant. Be aware that they are
making plans. Of course, they will be defeated. | am telling you that at the end
they will be defeated. But the amount of our vigilance will have an impact on the
extent of the damage and harm they will be able to inflict upon us. If we are
vigilant, they can't inflict any damage or harm. But we will have to pay a high
price and experience much harm if we become ignorant, emotional, act unwisely
or become unaware. At any rate, this was one of the issues which was

mentioned here.



One of the subjects discussed was the leadership's support for the government,
or the president. Well, this is a clear issue. In fact some of the friends said this as
well. The current government and the respected president (Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad), just like any other human being in the world, has some strong and
weak points. When | supported (Ahmadinejad), | supported the strong points.
There are some strengths and | support them. | would support (such points) in
anyone. Is it possible that, as per my responsibility, | would not support someone
who would show such an interest, direction, movement, and seriousness? Don't |
support you, the students, who seek justice? Yes. If the leadership supports a
justice-seeking student, will it mean that one (leader) would be supporting that
person's possible weak points as well? No. This is the fact. There are some
weaknesses and | do not support them.

One of the questions was: Why don't you take a clear stance? There is no need
for taking a clear stance. Taking a clear stance towards a weakness in an official
cannot really help in solving that issue. Not at all. Sometimes, things can be
solved without bringing them out in the open and creating chaos. Sometimes
there is no choice but making things public and in that case, one would bring
things out in the open. But one should not assume that if there is a shortage or a
flaw in the country's executive officials, and the leadership would be against them
(shortages), he (leader) should announce that through a loudspeaker. No.
Sometimes, it is absolutely in one's (country's) interest not to bring something out
in the open. Now, don't say the truth and the prudence. The reciprocity between
the truth and prudence is not one of those strong points. Prudence is a truth in
itself. Anything that's called prudence is not something negative. That's what
some people think. They say you are trying to be prudent. Yes, sometimes one
tries to be prudent. Trying to be prudent is a truth that one should pay attention
to. Now, this is one of the certainties and clear points in Islam. This is not the
time to discuss and analyze it. But it is one of the certainties. Sometimes, it is not
advisable to make something public. For instance, imagine there is a tiny bit of a

problem and you magnify it ten times and cause despair and anguish. Why



should one do so? It would be better to resolve it in some other way. Therefore,
the fact that they do not take an open stance is due to these logical reasons. Let
me tell you something, since it is getting late; dear ones, pay attention, you

already know this since | saw it mentioned in your remarks too.

Today, the Islamic Republic system is facing a huge war; however it is a soft war.
| saw that the concept of soft war has been mentioned in the remarks of you
young people. Thanks God; the fact that you are aware of these points makes us
very happy.

Now in a soft war, who should come to the front? It is definite that those are the
intellectual elite. In other words, you are the young officers in the war front to

stand against the soft war.

The questions what you should do, how you should act and how you should
define [the situation] are not questions for me to list and answer and tell you to do
this and do not do that. These are the questions that you need to answer in your
own gatherings, in your own think tanks. You have to reflect [on them] and find
out the strategies; however, the [key] aim is evident. The aim is to defend the
Islamic system and the Islamic Republic against a full-fledged movement
dependent on oppression, hypocrisy, money and huge and advanced scientific
and media capabilities. This is our aim. We have to confront this satanic,

dangerous movement.

They have a justification to attack the Islamic Republic and in my opinion their
justification is, from their point of view, strong. A geographically important part of
the world, in other words, the region covering the Middle East, the Persian Gulf,
the Red Sea, north Africa, a part of the Mediterranean (area), is a huge zone. It is

in this part of the world that the whole Islamic nation lives.

Among the five or six most important and vital canals in the world, three of them
are located in this region: the Strait of Hormuz, the Suez Canal, Bab-el-Mandeb.

These are important canals on which world trade depends. Have a look at the



map of the world and you will see how important these few centers are for global

trade and the economic network.

Therefore, this region is a sensitive one. Now, in this very sensitive region a
(new) power is growing, a power whose strength is getting more and more
remarkable. This power is against all the arrogant demands and the bodies of
companies and great economic corrupt networks. It is against the system of
arrogance. It is against hegemony and tyranny. Obviously, this is very important
for the arrogant system which does not just consist of the United States and this
or that president, or the American administration or this or that European country.
The arrogant system is a bigger network that includes these; it includes the
Zionist network, the key international businessmen, and the huge monetary
centers. The main political issues of the world are plotted by these. They form the
governments and they take them down. This network that includes the U.S.
government, the European governments, and many wealthy oil-rich (vernacular
Naft-khar) countries of our own region. This network is strictly against this
growing and distinguished power (Iran) and therefore they (the enemies) do their
best to confront it; and they have done whatever they could during the last thirty
years. With the passage of time, they do more. If you young people exert effort to
advance the country scientifically and economically and to boost its security to
the extent that its vulnerability comes to an end, in that situation, they will

withdraw and the conspiracies will be finished.

If during these years | have kept on emphasizing to the universities (the
importance of) science, research, innovation, the software movement and the link
between industry and the universities, it was because science is one of the pillars
of your country's long-term security. | tell you now: be careful, universities must

not be affected by these minor and insignificant political issues.

The scientific role of the universities should not be disrupted. Our laboratories,
classes and research centers should not suffer any damage. You should be

watchful. One of the important issues facing you is [the need] to secure the



scientific movement in universities. The enemies very much like to see our
universities closed and troubled, even if for a short time, by disorders, turmoil and
a variety of disturbances. This is what they favor politically and in the long run,
since, in the long term, it is not in their interest that you become knowledgeable.

Therefore they want you not to seek knowledge.

Now, you young people -- whom we called the young officers to confront the soft
war -- do not ask me: what is our role in demolishing the current Zerar mosque?
(An ironic reference to a mosque mentioned in the Koran) Go and find out the
answer yourself; you should find answers to [your other questions on] the fight
against the new discord and the definition of justice.

| cannot give you a philosophical lecture on the definitions of justice. The funny
thing is that the gentleman (not further identified) has asked me to define justice
in one sentence. (People laugh.) There is a story about a man who took his son
to Najaf to become a seminarian like Sheikh (Morteza) Ansari (the Iranian cleric
and religious scholar in the 19th Century), since he was impressed with the
seminarians' success and Sheikh Ansari's great personality. He went to Sheikh
Ansari and said: "Sheikh, | have brought my young son to you and | respectfully
beg you to turn him into a scholar before tomorrow when we depart to our

homeland." (People laugh.)

My dear ones, let me tell you just one more thing. The main requirement for you
to act appropriately in this very front against the soft war is to have an optimistic
and hopeful viewpoint. Your point of view must be optimistic. | am as old as the
grandfathers of some of you. My outlook towards the future is positive. It is not
because | suffer from illusions; my optimism is due to insightfulness. You are
young. You are the heart of optimism. Take care not to have a negative approach
towards the future. Your approach should be positive and not one of despair.
Being despaired about the future will lead to passivity and isolation. Despair
bears no dynamism and action and lack of dynamism is exactly what the enemy

wants.



The second requirement is to avoid going to extremes. It is in the nature of the
young to be active and passionate. We have been young too, and we were
young at the time of the revolution and the beginning of struggles and fights. |
know what is being passionate. We were frequently being advised to avoid being
passionate and we believed that [those who advised us] did not comprehend how
being passionate is necessary. (People laugh.) | know how you think; however
listen to what | say. Be careful to avoid being immoderate. Being immoderate
does not help human beings to advance. [Action must be accompanied] with
contemplation. Of course the young generations today are more reflective than

their predecessors.

Today you have much more knowledge and experience than we did and your
situation can not be compared to situation of the young generations fifty years
ago. Therefore it is not too much to expect you to reflect on [political] issues
wisely and without going to the extremes. Meanwhile, you should also know that
what happened following the election -- in other words the main events -- was not
very surprising to us; however we were surprised by the persons who got
involved in them. We hope that the God Almighty will give us an opportunity to
talk to you on other occasions and maybe at universities since we did not have
enough time today.

(In Arabic) Peace and blessings of God be upon you.

(Description of Source: Tehran Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran Network 1 in

Persian -- state-run television)
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