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Meeting with Ayatollah Bayat-Zanjani

Grand Ayatollah Bayat-Zanjani, one of most senior Shia Marjas (spiritual
leaders), by criticizing those that “introduce their false interpretation as religion
while seeking a specific political goal,” said: “Enemy of God (Mohareb) is the one
who kills and butchers people not the protester with empty hands.” This spiritual
leader, critic of the current situation in Iran, in a meeting with some members of
the Islamic Association of Students of the faculty of law at Tehran University, in
explanation regarding the religious meaning of “enemy of God” that these days
has made its way in the language of the coup agents, said: “Enemy of God and
fighting with God have definition in Shia’s teachings. In religious, one is called
Enemy of God who uses weapons to terrorize people. It is not right that on his
own, someone creates a new definition for Enemy of God and calls whoever
criticizes or opposes him with this name. With this religious definition that all high
ranked scholars are in agreement about, one is called an Enemy of God who
uses weapons against people and kills and butchers them, and not the protestor
who empty-headedly only has objection to a method or a behavior.” Grand
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Ayatollah Bayat-Zanjani emphasized that it is not about the fact that they cannot
be charged or tried but it is about the fact that Enemy of God has a definition and
not everyone can be called an Enemy of God and any act as fighting with God.”
He continued, “In the Islamic Republic that we say one with a question is free to
ask his/her question, he/she should not be called an Enemy of God over a
question, criticism, or even protest.” In continuation of his remarks, he added:
“Those who use the public podiums for terrorizing, threatening and unfortunately
as a platform for giving untrue and self-established definitions of the Shia’s
teachings, are far from the religion of Mohammad (the Prophet) and Ali (the first
Imam of Shias) and the most they do is to feed their false interpretations to the

public.”
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