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The Answer of Ayatollah Montazeri To the questions from the Internet website

“Green Freedom Wave” (Mowj-e Sabz-e Azadi)

The text of the letter of Green Freedom Wave and their questions:

In the name of God,

Prophet Ayatollah Hossein-Ali Montazeri,

With Wishes of Peace and Respect

We hope you are doing well. From the website Green Freedom Wave, we are
being troublesome to you and your respected time. We are troubling you with
guestions in relation to the historical event of November 4 [the hostage taking in
1979] and we speculate that your answers to these questions can open the path
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to solving many of the problems existing in the country, and they will definitely be

of interest to readers and interested parties.

We are thankful that you are helping us in bringing the truth out in this matter.
The questions are attached and we hope to follow your positive answers to these

guestions.

With thanks and great respect: The editor of Green Freedom Wave

Question One: In your writings you call the takeover of the American Embassy in
1358 (1979) by the Muslim Followers of the Line of the Imam a mistake, but you
were one of the people who supported this action at the time. What was your
reasoning for supporting the takeover of the Embassy by the students at that

time? What is the reason that now you consider the takeover a mistake?

Question Two: What is your viewpoint about the ending of relations between Iran
and the U.S.? Do you think the continuation of this separation is in the interests

of the nation?

Question 3: In these conditions, where Russia and China have taken the place of
the U.S. and Europe in Iran’s politics and economy, how must we behave with
them? Do you think this relationship is in the interests of the nation and the

Revolution?

Question 4: Taking into account the condition following the 10th Presidential
Elections, in which the government has lost the support and trust of the people
and its own legitimacy, is Iran negotiating with dignity or from a weak position in

U.S.-Iran negotiations?

Question 5: What does it mean to overcome arrogance [an Iranian government
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epithet for America and/or the West]? Do you think this phrase means opposition
and defense against arrogance or does it mean war and preparing for it? Paying
attention to the fact that the rule of international law has been accepted by the
majority of the people of the world, what does the concept of overcoming
arrogance entail under these conditions? And while taking into account the
national interest, what type of reaction should we show to unjust international

laws?

Grand Ayatollah Ali Montazeri’'s Response:

IN THE NAME OF GOD THE JUST AND MOST MERCIFUL

With peace and good health and appreciation for your consideration of the

important and current problems of the nation,

Answer 1: The occupation of the American Embassy at the beginning of the
victory of the Revolution, which won the support of the majority of Revolutionary
groups and the late Imam Khomeini himself, also garnered my support. But with
the negative complications and great friction it brought about amongst the
American people, the effects of which still remain, it became obvious it wasn’t a
correct action. And the U.S. Embassy was the embassy of a nation which
[accommodates people from many nations?], and of a nation which was not
officially in a state of war with us, so occupying such an embassy is tantamount
to a declaration of war with that nation, and that would not be a correct action.
Based on information from some of the Revolutionary and committed youths who

were the operators of this action; they also accept now that it was a mistake.

Answer 2: My view was that America was the cause of the 1953 coup against the
late Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh and the return of the Shah and after the coup
d’etat America basically controlled of all of the political and economic affairs of
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the country, and American was defending and supporting the previous regime in
all affairs. And after the victory of the Revolution, America froze Iran’s assets,
and basically the U.S. did not have an appropriate/morally good response to the
Revolution, and at the start of the Revolution the Iranian people were upset with
America so the Iranian students occupied the Embassy and likewise America
ended its relationship with Iran; and based on this action, the late Imam Khomeini
forbade renewing any relations with America. But it is clear that such a command
is temporary and changes based upon political and economic conditions, and this
is the case given that such a relationship has been in the interest of our nation
and if the relationship between the two nations is independent [connoting

mutually respectful].

If expediency and the national interests make it [pertinent/expedient/relevant] that
Iran establishes a relationship with America, we must not create a mistrusting
and tense situation using meaningless slogans [such as “Death to America!”]. It
is [obvious] that Israel and the Israeli lobby in America have been extremely
opposed to Iran and America re-establishing relations, and they believe their
interests lie in continuing the current crisis between Iran and America, and

unfortunately the leaders of our nation do not pay attention to this important fact.

Answer 3: If Iran is supposed to make its economy and politics dependent on the
Eastern Bloc, rather than securing its own resources and national interests, and
defend those nations rather than its own itself, it is a false/incorrect/delusional
act, and opposed to the slogan “Not Western, not Eastern” [the slogan of the
Revolution was “Not Western, not Eastern, an Islamic Republic”] which the
Iranian people emphasized in carrying out their Revolution. What is the
difference between Russia and America that we place so much confidence in
and transfer unsparingly colossal sums of our finances to the first, and yet with
the other we are not ready to dialogue and negotiate? Even if we believe that
such negotiations are in the interests of the people and the nation!
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Answer 4: It is clear that the government, because it brought about a crisis with
its own hands after the fruitful elections, cannot have a firm position in
comparison to other strong governments, and every day it takes the opposite
position of the position it took the day before, and in the end, this fact will lead to
certain damage for both the country and the people. The system does not grow
stronger by repressing and quieting the people using force, but rather it is the
true, rightful, and freely-chosen support of the people that creates strength for the

system.

In my opinion, the government can make a brave and skillful decision to free
political prisoners immediately, remove the ban on banned periodicals, it can end
the selection of university and civil servant applicants using religious beliefs, and
instead rule that selection must be based on merit evaluation; and in making
such a Revolutionary and God-approving decision, they will regain the strength
that they have lost. It is under such circumstances that the system would be able

to enter negotiations from a position of strength and dignity.

Answer 5: Overcoming arrogance does not mean declaring war against
countries, creating friction with them, or creating enemies and isolating the
country; but rather it means defending the rights of the people against the
ambitions and the excessive demands of the arrogant ones; and in this path
there is no difference between East, West, or even individuals who demand

everything or are power hungry.

A government that makes its people dissatisfied and encroaches on their rights
and oppresses them, and which brings imaginary and unreal charges against,
imprisons, tries, and convicts many freedom-loving political elites and activists,
cannot uphold the resistance against arrogance or call itself an arrogance-
fighting nation. Overcoming arrogance cannot happen without the procuring the
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support of the people, protecting the rights of all social classes, and providing a
practical right to freedom of expression. It is with this kind of national support that
the government can stand up with fortitude against certain foreign impositions
and show appropriate reactions.

In conclusion, from the omnipotent God, | wish for the eminent success of you

dear ones, and also wish dignity and righteousness for the wise people of Iran.

Hossein-Ali Montazeri
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