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Response of the Grand Ayatollah Montazeri to Mir-Hossein Mousavi's letter

In the name of God, the Merciful and the Compassionate,

Dear Mr. Mir-Hossein Mousauvi,

May God support your success,

First, please accept my greetings. | received your letter dated 09/12/2009 and
reviewed the attachments. You are a man of great character and your
commitment to the ethical and religious values and goals of the revolution are
obvious to all. The tremendous services of your government during the imposed
war, and your constant support of the departed Imam Khomeini (may the love
and mercy of God be upon him) are clear to everyone. During the recent
presidential election and the subsequent confrontations and atrocities, you

became the focus of numerous classes of people and gifted individuals. This

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/


http://www.amontazeri.com/farsi/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=223&FORUM_ID=2&CAT_ID=2&Forum_Title
http://www.amontazeri.com/farsi/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=223&FORUM_ID=2&CAT_ID=2&Forum_Title

was, in fact, a test imposed on you by the great God and by our vigilant people.
You have indeed passed it. So far, and to the best of your capacity, you have
defended the desecrated rights of those people [whose high turnout and
participation in the election] was a great source of pride for our country. As such,

you deserve acknowledgement and gratitude.

The initiatives you suggest in the attachment will work to activate and strengthen
social networks and organizations. These ideas are prudent and rational, in
context with the current conditions of the country, and in accordance with the

commands of the holy Quran that tell us: [1]

“O ye who believe! Persevere in patience and constancy; and in such

perseverance strengthen each other; and fear God so that ye may prosper.”

If the authorities put aside their act of ignorance and consider [your
recommendations] in an unbiased manner, put them to use and put a stop to this
environment of policing and detainments, [your ideas] can offer a beneficial and
effective path out of the current crisis — a crisis dominating the Islamic Republic
through their selfishness, pride, mismanagement and ambition. [Your
recommendations] could be the stepping stone for a positive move towards
reform and towards protecting the system from separation, disintegration and

division.

Of course you are aware that in choosing the aforementioned solutions to defend
the people’s rights and to ensure the survival of the Islamic Republic, you can
expect an arduous task of reform that will be resisted through countless threats
and pressures from those who have created the current crisis. Please be
confident that through unity, patience and endurance, God has promised to
reveal the way to guide people to victory[2]. In addition, [according to the holy
Quran in support of humans who struggle down this path God would send his]
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angels to pronounce messages of security, and strip the heart of all grief and
fear. [3]

Unfortunately, many politicians, political activists and journalists were detained
after the election. Against Islam and the rule of law they were pressured into
false and deceitful confessions, some of which were televised via national media.
It is certain and evident that a person’s implication of others under such
conditions is without merit and should not be recognized. Moreover, further
confirmation exists in the holy stories[4] of the prophet and the Imams that even
self-directed confessions extracted under any kind of pressure or torture
(including but not limited to threats, intimidation, infliction of physical pain,

confinement, and so on) are without merit.

A claim of jurisprudence that denies these lessons is a false one and opinions
that negate these lessons clearly deviate [from the true foundations of Islam].
The Quranic verse “self-implication of a rational person is permitted”[5] —

confirms that only if revealed without pressure or force, is a confession valid.

In addition, Article 38 of the constitution reads: “Any form of torture to force
confessions, or to obtain information is forbidden. A person should not be
obligated to swear, confess or bear witness as any action of that sort is without
worth and legal value. Any defiance of what has been mentioned in this article
will be punishable by law.” Based on the general application of this article as well
as its implications, any [form] of torture to collect information or to force a
confession is unlawful and confessions extracted in such a manner are without

legal value and merit.

It is obvious that long-term imprisonment in solitary confinement — an act that
places the accused under severe pressure to confess — is a clear example of
torture. The confession of the accused (even if it's self-implication) is neither valid
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nor recognized when it is a product of exerted pressure and torture, especially in
its recent fearsome form and the horrifying consequences. In this situation,
repeated confessions (even if announced many times in roundtable discussions

and interviews) would be as worthless as the initial confession.

Moreover, it is written in Article 39 of the Constitution that “In accordance with the
law, all affronts to the dignity and repute of persons arrested, detained,
imprisoned, or banished whatever form they may take, are forbidden and liable to

punishment.”

So, what has happened [to this country] now that prominent figures who have a
long history of remarkable civil service are desecrated, and not only has nobody
been punished, but the perpetrators have even been endorsed and encouraged?

Moreover, the “confessions” have been recognized as credible?

What has complicated the problem and invalidated the “confessions” even further
is that in our current judicial system, the plaintiffs [and prosecutors] acting against
politically accused defendants (in opposition to the current government) are
themselves among the interrogators and come from legal institutions tied to the
government. Nowhere in the world would any sound reasoning place even the
smallest amount of legal credibility or legitimacy on such trials and confessions
because the plaintiff and the judge therein are one and the same. Clearly, this is
contrary to the condition of having a jury based on Article 168 of the constitution.
Unfortunately, this clause — like many others — has also been ignored.

The recent course of action taken by the government (including the staging of the
latest show trials) is not only against the law and the benefit of the country, but
also unlikely to help the authorities remain in power. If they had been more
politically prudent and listened to the warnings of prominent politicians instead of
clamping down on people and committing the recent atrocities; if they had
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listened to religious leaders and chosen an impartial committee accepted by both
sides of the conflict, we would have never fallen into the current crisis of

illegitimacy.

A government that has dissatisfied many classes of people and placed its
intellectuals under duress is not one that will survive. The Shah’s regime could
have remained in power if governance was possible with fear-mongering, with
oppression and by filling the prisons with gifted, freedom-seeking individuals and

various political activists.

By committing such atrocities, a system under the rule of Islam — a system that
takes pride in being Shi’ite — generates pessimism towards Islam and proclaims
the inability of Islam to bring about justice in a society not only on a global scale
but also in our own nation, among our own masses and our youth. Unfortunately,
decision-makers at the top have turned a blind eye to these obvious truths and
are content to the eulogies from their poets, and the flattery from their fawners. |

beseech the great God for your well-being and success on this treacherous path.

May the grace and mercy of God be upon you,

Hossienali Montazeri

Holy City of Qom

(5 3 34 (s e (udige (sl Al (i

?";)MUA;‘)M‘;“‘%“"’

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



a‘)\)&ﬁdj\:ﬁiwm‘_L\u\aﬁ‘)ALAQ._\.'\\._A.'\g\d}uj\wa@)ﬁi\%ud%c:’_mb:)“:;evu.u\_j
O D) (o) A a8 G | e 310 sa s dgatie Cuila 55 5 38 R Cuma ja b 5 Saa 5 (5 Sdan 5
Ol AS 2ESH )y e (T sl sl a5 4 a3 e 3 Sl g add ) aS cual ol Al Gl o G ol
olad oge s e et 4y A4S el Al Gl | Gl 00 da gl GLE jrea 0 sad 413L st Gl
L) i s el U ail 48 S ) 58 2Dl Cala sy U1 el ) 50 5 300 s B T s 2Dl 48 LS

¢ ol sl Gl 5 s diadne JSE 3 1) Le dsala Cy 5S) @iyl 4S Ul s (g el e ¢ Calida
8 alaald Sl ) ible sl e Sy g S sladl o s 5 g ) oadau 5 i R
A.Scjd\.;cdﬁsuiju%uﬁ?w\&J\_};Aﬂ‘)ujc._\..uu\JLA‘\.SMJ\JJ‘)A\&“}A&\AML»J

G L sl S D a5 543 55 O 0l Sl e (548 35803 1 5 a8 g 4led
b}’w\bmduﬁgumﬁ;ﬂmﬁ)@y&ﬁ‘wh‘ﬁduﬁjpfudeﬁmwﬁfﬂ\)
0l & ) g g 48l le Yl sla QIS QLA ja aS oy alie ) a5 ¢ ga IS JWE jee @l lae 4y alitul
A S 800 Jl Cany 4S 2505 Cids gl 3 ¢ @3 S i

e ) G ASL 210 3 258 CS a ) a5 el (55l by GsS b ad je 4S Gy g 25045 S o) L
plat 4y &ily ) el s 4048 s 53 5 5 S ISE L 5 58 ) S a ) (525 40 (RIS, Al S
Ol 5 2l sy QU sla lsd cila 5 58S b (o) AS 1 %00 Ly 4a 5 cadine el cadly alaie)
Ay Al olai o jlen 52 o g0 (sl IS5 48 il () L8 S ja 5l 4l s asiln ol 5 S Caoa
Ol ) 2l sine Jia) ) 43 258 Biae 81 4S Caul g sha o) s Uk sl S Ll )
Al 5 ity |y sl cpl 20 55 ol 4S (LS 3al (558 (5 il 55 o Lo L3Sl B (e 5 (liasilad)

45 (50 Al 53 4 Tt 352 2w LB ()52 o) 55 i 4S (LS ¢ i€ sl b O 1 5B 215 258

2l 4381y Ghal )l (sl (sea g1 ) asa gla 4 50 T 0o S R 5L 5 pa e B

Call 5 Cuma Jpan | dge Hd QS IS e 4l cadll sy a (AUS (i e Dl a s e

OF 3 s asle )2 a8 a5 glet b a8l A& AU ) g Cume Gyl ) 4S ) Ani aiSue SO e laal
cilallad 1S5 51 o GRS 5 G Sa e s (A1) Ol sie 4p e pme ol e laial sl 4504 o)) e L
S 53 ) eal o 4y Cabalse 5 la Ol 5 4S (gt 5 2alain elaial (Sai) w4 aS Lag e ¢
dea i il () 3 e laial (sl 4Sus 68 i€ (5 58 sl O e aS (AT (5l e 3 5 w3 sla 28

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



ax S0 casd AN M) 43d ) (st e jhae (s 4S (g3 () Ly ) gine sl ol L Cand 0
L0 021 gA Lo 43t S s sigy |y o aiSee dalle dlal) o 24 JlS

Lie) 2 ) 5 pl saaal AS Cand 025 431 ) = Ol o 51 S8 O ) (S Sl axibe cnb 3 pladl
AR )8

21/6/1388

Symse Gen e - ol jial by

(s hatia alaall )l puly

e;;).‘\w;)s‘iu\e.‘m

i 5 Caald (5 g g0 e e adige sUT Clia

R adaadle 5 deals o dnsan ol ea (Jladia 1388/6/21 ¢ 5e 4al ; Cuat 5 o3k Sl

oo Lad g o)) cilead 5 O Calaal 5 (EMAT 5 i sled )] Ay e (lagad 5 (Malia Cadld
Glos 2L Sl gy O8en () 5 e ) () iaed alal s pe S gla Culas 5 Jlaesd Sia ) 50
OBaaS 5 a3 ya ) (or s JLAE) da 650 ) 90 Ladi 4S G 5 g ailad 5 iy 5 a5 ) sean ) LA
3 jas ¢ o8 a3 ya Jilia 5 Jlaie 2 5lad o8iiy 50 (S0 D 5 (i) ) s 2 R )
LT 5 ES 58 L AS e je 02 il Bsia ) Gl )5 5 OlSal aa 53 (58U 5 5l (g 5om

Al S 5 0 ass (sl 48 e 5 iy iy 0SS0 B 6 seen iy

e saalg 5 oelainl (sla ASud (13 e Jlad 5 ol Clia 50 4S8 Jlalin el dasan sdlgidiy ) 54
Sl G s Gildas 3 5 ¢ i€ ol 5h g Jla liaiie Bildas 5 oamin 5 Jfra (5 5a) ¢ o

s bl b R15(200 4 ¢ O e Ve psm) ¢ skl 5 s ba 515 mal 1sial Gl Ll L) tala jdae
adla 58 a5 580 5 el s 5 2 e 1) Wl 5208 1B (o )50 okl K ) H e
AR g ol Dy Sl 5048 - S6S Ol e V) G ) i 5 ke el ) il s Al
gohal a2 e (gt (sl B 5 230 - ol 0 Dll (5 ) sen By s (5 IS Gl 5 )5 2
28 ke o b SuS) 5 BAGI 5 LAl 8 sha I o Jads 5 alad

O ) oDl 5 sean Dl 503 50 Bsia ) glid Cga 3 el S ) 5S3e (aBlial ol ) )l s 5 4d)

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



Coh (A a1 sk sladagd 5 L LI (2 jme 3 goam ) eda Gl ea S QA &) ()
ledl ) asdsae g p L a1 ghad ¢ il § Hua g aladl b aS il iedae 23 on S bl 1 o) s ) aS
Ol aal i) () 5 Uilas aginngil Ui | sl 0pdll 5) e jiie Culic 3o ad je 4o 1) 550w ) Culaa

Lol yar (85 8 J5 38 e 1y lasil ¢ gl ol 5 ol 2 ndliiind (sl 51 5 5(69 4l ¢ apSie o) 5u)
O A e 35 1 pelited o5 0 Uiy ) 518 () L Shosse o 50l 5 (pu 5 (RSN 5 el 45 0 L
(30 4 ¢ liad o) o) o) 55 a3Y 5 ) ALY

58 Ay 5 Ak 3L e glae 5 ol OVl 5 GBS I () s2e ¢ AT I ey adliulia
by ) QLT (s ) yie ) 5 48 8 )8 L8 3 5e (e 500 5 GRiin e gl (58 Sl iel () (58
R E x5 s B padb ey padd 1 AS Gl e 5 alue () 5 e K IR agee ol
oadd A s aS il Gyl dlie Acaiiie bl gy ASE 350 i 4nl AL ;G § e 5 iine
5481 (5 ltie ) () aiile 5 e i ¢ Gun e pat cagd ) pel 4SS JLEB AR 8 ) 0 GRaA ale
dadia ¢ agdala ¢ 4@l AV 5 A lal )2 53,498 5497 4nia 18 ala ¢ Axpdll Jilus) (280 el @ sanse
(378

Jual 5 ¢ Gl el 5 e Ll Qi )3 ala jlad 57 ot prsia ¢« Sl 5 Ol (al e )2 Algial
ol 280G B IPNETS) dl.&:\u}&.ijdic h‘)ﬁn JJ.LSB"JJ\A H_..us.\\‘;s ¢ axll oA

S L 5 I8 8 R () aniCa i R A" 1 il oaal il (58 a5 o Jual 3¢ Gl oo

3 A 5 oled a5 o Dlae 2385 b 5 D1 ¢ Caled 4 padd Ll L il £ sies g U
Ot 3O 5 o gee (Bala "3 pine il Slaa 0l (Baka Jaal Gl ) iliia | sl o] 5 () 28 (58 s
4 Kl i) gl 8 5 eyl &l lae cledal il 5 5,8 Gl jie) 6 ol i A &K ja ¢ Jual

oI kel 5 a0 8 Gaob ol Dl ead

D) aiSue al yied Ay Hlaly JLE j ) ) agfie 4S8 e ) ja 0 Sase 63 Jsbs H3 s aS il (g
pladl d) o 50 )2 48 (Slilda 5 JS5 49 Lo eadie ¢ 4niS3 5 L8 Jlael b 5 Canl 4283 ) Bbas
Gl & gamsa 5 e 305 (B3 d 4o (Ja agle il jiet e jla gy O (o 2 4S Gale e Tl 50 5ol
S5 e 503 S Und 48 2€ e 5 il jied 0 8 e 5 dmbian Gayb ) 5 dal s O 5o Wb agie A1 s g

| ads) Gl jie) (e oS ¢ a0 o) 2 o3 a5k 0 25m s b S i) ¢ Cad s sy ol

Aok

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



O () sl8 S 4 4S uS Cufin 5 Caapa i Cand sl bl (518 agd 5 o Jual 3 (rinen

_"C'_un\ u\)mu;y}&wmhﬁﬂjjm)ﬁMcm.l.\’.ﬁhs.l\mjs&L\J\JJL\

5 ) 8l jiet b ) a3, Caand UGl (sl Ll 48 il s ol 31 4S ) s 43 s Jla
alle Cp) JUb 2 S g g il 4 8 )8 o 5 Caa a a3 )9 i L galie a0 i yma 2 ¢ e

192 sdin 03 jals e jui culd) yie) gasd & ) 8 (508 g anli o) 00 aSh 29 ad ) s Leii 4l

ol i 534S Cad ) 3Sae i) o ) il el 5 ea S il |y JSEa e sad ol 2 4ad]
il el 3 catius CuaSla ilie (5 )88 Gl AS b Olagie dilie ja 123 Gk 5 (oot )5S S 9S
AR Gl gl slaS i ) el Jie gt 23 5 ol CuaSla 4 bl 5 (b oSlas 5 )8

) asSan (a3 s I 1) (a5 (B gha () G S ¢ O laia (5550 g pSa G ) e
4 ¢ Gl Cppan ol sdal o) (5B 168 Jal 0 4S abiaio clia dga g adidi g il S ol g o0

25 o o 0 4 5 008 (e 5 o ol 08 sl 51 5l 2 i s () 4 il

5 el 5 58S allas A 5 8 CNA 48 ol e sdle el slealSaly 5 Sl Ll cilal )
5 e Sa i) e 4S (laSla 3 (5 s Calian DA cadline joL b Gy ) 5 alal Cy ) seen

Sa 1 (oo snd 5 Jie i) wlad alagl 5 a3 je @S sla 4 8 CuaSla 23line G S iy
an iy s dly gagmeda )8 AR gl e sslde 5 G800 ) (pmm I SX 4y s e2ly )R
o 58 Cue 5 e e Ol pas J R K e a5 edsal (et AT Clgad 4 (B ) 510 1) Gkl
RV i ol 50 QB 1l SLES 3 5 ol U ¢ OGRS 5 a3 e ) aney LA O )2 4S e sSs 0k
OB ) gty 038 Ly 5 S e g Aol 5 GBS 5 e alaal by (i) s el ool L 028 G sSa
Dot 5 S Jada | 258 CaagSa 3 g i) 55 6l ) 250 (S it i slea 5 8 5 bl sal )l

EPTRENgTE

AL ¢ lea mhan ) LB ad e ) uia aladl oo 1) 0 g anpdi JATE 503 g3 23l (5) ) ant aS el
O oSl a5 a3 (pa g Bl 4o i b ase i Gledsd Gl 5 W edsi e 2 53S0
43 5 ) Ay adia gy s () sal B8 spenat alialia 5 jaiie WSle ) 1) axda 2 illae Gias
Ja - apd iy Gl glas o A Al (pa)lad udly G Bah aS - b8 Bl ulils 5 Olalae 7
A ed S isa

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



ool il &5 dighad 1 palad ol Cpl Gasan 2 1) (dlalia G5 5 Dl

S ) a5 oSl DL

1430 J) 55 2 - 1388 ol s 6531

© 2009, The Trustees of Princeton University
www.princeton.edu/irandataportal/



