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Open letter by Dr. Soroush to Supreme Leader

Abdolkarim Soroush, a prominent Iranian writer and researcher, and famous
Islamic intellectual has harshly criticized Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and predicted

the downfall of his regime in an open letter.

In a letter to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Abdolkarim Soroush, the reformist writer
and intellectual, has predicted that the opposition will celebrate the “downfall of

religious dictatorship” in Iran.

Mr. Soroush in this letter issued on Wednesday September 10th considered the
decay of legitimacy of the Supreme Leader as the greatest achievement of post-
election events. He writes: “getting over the fear by citizens and decadence of
Supreme Leader’s legitimacy were the greatest achievements of this honorable
protest against the incursion and it awakened bravery and resistance [in the
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people].”

Abdolkarim Soroush who had endorsed Mehdi Karroubi (one of the reformist
candidates in the presidential election) writes: “we are a prosperous generation.
We will celebrate the decay of religious dictatorship. An ethical society and a

non-religious government are shining in the future of our honorable people.

Following the results of the presidential election in Iran, protests were held in
Tehran and some other cities. According to the judiciary officials during these

peaceful protests four thousand people were arrested.

The committee formed by Mehdi Karroubi and Mir-Hossein Mousavi to follow up
the status of the detainees has reported: “in these protests 72 people were Killed,
while according to the latest report released by the government officials in Iran

only 36 people were killed.”

People’s Religion and the Supreme Leadership

Mr. Soroush has clearly accused the Supreme Leader of demanding power and
writes:

“You were willing to sacrifice God’s prestige for yours. You would be fine if
people turned their back to religion and prophecy but as long as they didn’t do it

to your leadership.”

Quoting Khamenei on his post-election remarks saying: “Respect for the regime
is damaged and its prestige is ravaged.” Soroush writes: “believe me | had never

heard such great news in my entire life!”

In this open letter Soroush says that he had advised the Supreme Leader twelve
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years ago to take the path of freedom as a “method” and decline the supremacy

and justice [of his position].

Regarding the suppression of media and political and social activists, Soroush
writes, “You took the wrong path and now you are trapped and have become
victims of the closed system that you created a long time ago in which you could

not tolerate any criticism, opinion, science or news.”

This religious thinker, who lives in exile due to the pressure from radicals and is
currently teaching in a university in the United States, has accused Ayatollah

Khamenei of “crime” in addition to “fraud.”

Soroush writes, “You started the crime as if your betrayal and fraud were not
enough; since betrayal and crime did not suffice, you added the rape of
prisoners, since that was not yet sufficient you accused them of espionage and
dishonor; you did not even have mercy on the dervishes, the religious figures,
writers or students and killed them all.”

He is pointing at the reports that have been released in the past months
regarding murder, torture and rape of the protesters during the post-election

events in Iran.

Soroush, who used to collaborate with the “Cultural Revolution Campaign” in the
beginning of the Islamic Revolution regime, says: “God! | hold you witness; |, who
have always been concerned about the religion and have taught religion, seek
refuge from the injustice of this dictatorship; if | have ever mistakenly and

unconsciously assisted the tyrants | seek forgiveness and salvation from you.”
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