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... Government, a primary commandment, takes precedence over all secondary
commandments, even praying and fasting and the hajj. Government can unilaterally abrogate
legitimate agreements which it has made with the people under circumstances in which they are
against the interests of the country or of Islam. Government may prevent any matter whether

or not it is to be unquestioningly accepted, should it be against the interests of Islam for
as long as this is the case.

1) Ayatollah Khomeini’s answer to the Guardian Council: “The government has the
right to restrain one or many individuals from consuming more than his rightful share
according to secular custom. Since these resources (oil and gas) are national and belong
to the current and future peoples who come into being in the course of time are not
private property, an Islamic government may extract from them.” [Sahifeye Nur, vol.
20, p. 155 (3/8/1366)]

2) Ayatollah Khomeini’s answer to the Minister of Labor concerning the
permissibility of making a ---- contract with a manager who is benefiting from
government service: “Whether in the past or in the present, the government may
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3)

4)

establish obligatory stipulations.” [Sahifeye Nur, vol. 20, p. 163 (16/9/1366)]

Ayatollah Khomeini’s answer to a request for an interpretation by the Guardian
Council of his response to the Minister of Labor: “The government may exact the
price of utilization in all cases in which the people utilize government resources and
services, under Islamic conditions and even without any conditions, and this pertains to
all matters under government rule and is not specific to the cases mentioned in the
Minister of Labor’s letter. Indeed, in the spoils of war that belonged to the government
in the days of Islamic rule, it could use its authority over them without conditions or
under obligatory stipulations.”

Statements by Ayatollah Khamenei, then Friday prayer leader of Tehran and
president, about the letter by the Guardian Council and Ayatollah Khomeini’s
opinion, from the Friday prayers of 11/10/1366 [January 1, 1988]: Allow me to
refer to that same fatwa or decision which the Imam has recently issued in connection
with issues related to labor, workers and managers, which is one of the more
enlightened Islamic decisions. Fortunately, after the Imam was asked by the honorable
secretary of the Guardian Council, he further clarified the matter and barred the way for
all abuse of His Eminence the Imam’s statement.

The Imam declares that the state may establish obligatory stipulations in exchange for
the services it provides. Thus, in the case of a manager who, in ordinary circumstances
and without government supervision, may establish an unjust contract with a worker,
may increase working hours, may lower the worker’s wages, may not provide the
worker with needed health benefits and bring pressure to bear on the worker, the
government may force the manager and require him to obey a series of obligations and
duties. This is part of the Islamic state’s authority, that in exchange for those services
which it provides, it tells the manager, “You use the electricity, water, asphalt roads,
docks, ports, and various government resources and services. The condition for
utilizing these services is that you must provide this help to the worker. Why should
you be responsible to the worker under this stipulation? So that the worker not be
oppressed, so that discrimination not become widespread and commonplace, to support
the rights of the dispossessed.” This is one point, and a point of no less importance
indicated in a discussion with His Eminence the Imam, which he has clarified, is that
this work, this measure by an Islamic government does not mean smashing accepted
Islamic laws and decisions, which is precisely the crux of the honorable secretary of the
Guardian Council’s question. It seems that some want to use, or abuse, this fatwa of the
Imam in this manner, and either out of incomprehension or not having mastered the
Islamic sources and basic texts, have the Imam declare, “The government may stipulate



S)

to the manager that you can use these services on the condition that you do this deed,”
even if these activities are against accepted stipulations and decisions and Islam. The
Imam declares, “No, these are rumors that people with an agenda have created. In other
words, there is no such thing in the Imam’s response. The Imam actually declared that
the government may place an obligatory stipulation upon the manager’s shoulder. This
is not just any condition. It is a condition within the accepted framework of Islamic
judgments and no further. This is a very important point in His Eminence the Imam’s
response. When the questioner who asked, “Some understand your declaration as
meaning that one can contradict the laws of mozare 'eh and mosagat [sharecropping
arrangements, the latter for irrigated systems] and the commandments of the sharia and
accepted fatwas and that the government may make stipulations contrary to Islamic
decisions,” the Imam declared, “No, this is a rumor.” In other words, nothing like this
was at all within the scope of the discussion between the Minister of Labor and the
Imam. See how the issue was so clear and complete. Of course, in Islamic society, the
accepted commandments are just as I say, i.e., the fatwa of the Valiye Faqih.
[Jomhuriye Eslami, 12/10/1366 [January 2, 1988], p. 9, “Friday Sermons by
Hojjatoleslam Sayyed Ali Khamenei]

The reaction of Ayatollah Khomeini (God’s mercy be upon him!) to His
Eminence Khamenei’s Friday Prayer declaration.

In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate

His Eminence Hojjatoleslam Khamenei

President of the Islamic Republic (May his virtues endure!)
Greetings and long life.

I am disinclined to engage in disputations at this delicate time. I believe that silence is
the best policy in these times. Of course, we should not imagine that someone has the
right to raise issues with nothing I say or do. Raising issues, indeed, leveling
accusations is a divine gift for providing people with guidance. But I do not consider it
proper to pass over in silence your noble letter and the questions you raise therein.
Therefore I will submit my thoughts in abbreviated form.

It seems from Your Eminence’s declaration in the Friday Prayers that you do not
consider proper the absolute velayat which was given by God to the Noble Prophet
(Peace and blessings be upon him!) and is the most important of divine commandments
and takes precedence over all commandments of the sharia. The interpretation that what
I had said is that government has authority within the context of the divine commands is
contrary to what Your Servant said. If a government’s authority was within the



framework of the secondary divine commandments, I must submit that turning over
divine government and the absolute velayat to the Prophet of Islam (Peace and
blessings be upon him!) is an empty and meaningless phenomenon and point out the
consequence of this, that no one has any need of it. For example, road builders who
need to take over a house or its yard are not within the framework of secondary
commandments. Compulsory military service and sending supplies to the front,
preventing the import or export of currency, indeed, preventing the import and export of
any manner of goods, preventing hoarding in other than two or three cases [ J\Sia) 2ie
23 4= 50 ne], customs and taxes, preventing price gouging and price fixing,
preventing the distribution of addictive substances, preventing the addiction to any form
of alcoholic beverages, bearing arms in any form, and hundreds of similar cases, which
are within government authority, are actually outside government authority according to
your interpretation. There are hundreds of other examples of this.

I must submit that government, which is a branch of the absolute velayat of the Prophet
of God (Peace and blessings be upon him!) is one of Islam’s primary commandments
and takes priority over all secondary commandments, even prayer, fasting, and hajj. The
ruler may demolish a mosque or a home which is in the way of a road and compensate
its owner with money. He may close mosques when necessary and demolish a mosque
which is troublesome should it not be removable without demolition. The government
may unilaterally dissolve legitimate treaties which it made with the people should they
be contrary to the interests of the country and Islam. It may prevent anything which is
contrary to the interests of Islam, whether it must be followed unquestionably or not, as
long as this is the case. It may temporarily prevent the hajj, which is an important divine
obligation, should it be against the interests of the Islamic country.

What has been said so far or will be said is a result of ignorance of the absolute divine
velayat. As to what has been called a rumor, that mozare’eh and mozarebeh [forms of
sharecropping for short-term loans] and the like will disappear with such authority, I
clearly submit, that should this be the case, this is within the government’s authority.
There are issues beyond this which I shall not trouble you with.

Exalted God willing, may God take Your Eminence, who has no other object than
service to Islam, under his protection.

Ruhollah al-Musavi al-Khomeini

[Sahifeye Nur, pp. 170-171, vol. 20 (16/10/1366)[January 6, 1988]]
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