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Karroubi Statement “You Will Not Force Me into Silence”

Some individuals think that these insults and defamations will force me to retreat.
| advise these gentlemen to study history and observe that after the Revolution
and at the end of the 3rd Parliament many people said whatever they could
about me, including accusing me of embezzling funds and sending them out of
the country.

Who was the person who toughed it out?

In the last week | have been at the receiving end of many harsh attacks from
MPs, IRIB, the media, and some clergymen. If this trend continues, | will say
things that [those individuals] would prefer to remain unsaid....

After the 10th Presidential election horrific events involving violence,
lawlessness, irresponsibility by individuals having no official position interfering in
the name of protecting the establishment, by paramillitary groups, and by
plainclothes security forces have occurred in our country. These events are such

that responsible, concerned. And informed individuals must set aside caution and
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self-preservation in order to do whatever they can in order to prevent a repetition
of these events and destroy all the roots of such styles of confrontation....

In any part of the world it is possible that during demonstrations people get
arrested, but | doubt that those arrested will be carted off to special locations and
left to the mercies of their jailers. Here they are first transported to an unknown
location such that even the head of the judiciary and the head prosecutor claim
that the prisoners were not subjected to such treatment in official prisons under
our jurisdiction....

All these events have occurred because the public are protesting the results of
an election. Is this the correct way to treat people who are only want to know
what was the fate of their votes?....Usually a protocol and regulations exist for
obtaining confessions....The fact that such lawlessness has been observed in
the methodologies used for extraction confessions leads me to say that these
confessions were extracted violently by ill-informed and unprudent and foolish
individuals....

| am sorry to say that the SAVAK [security forces of the Shah] behaved in a more
humane fashion than the individuals in charge of the recent arrests....

The head of this newspaper [Kayhan] that writes such lies about the children of
the revolution is a near friend and colleague of Said Emami...The head of Friday
prayers who calls me a terrorist and anti-revolutionary is the same person who,
during the Shah’s time when all of us clergymen were persecuted, ran away to
Pakistan to ostensibly do mission work for the Ayatollah....

Some of my friends in Parliament who have made statements against me should
not forget that they have only gained their seats because [the Guardian Council]
disqualified their rivals from running against them.... The reaction of some
individuals in the armed forces towards me is to be expected because these
individuals have amassed a huge amount of political and economic power, but
they must also know that ideas are not limited or dependent to a few individuals
and they diffuse into families as well. As indeed members of your own families
have disagreements with you....
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48 years ago in Mashaad, when the mosque of Goharshad incident occurred, a
number of ignorant security forces [of the Shah] wanted to impede Imam
Khomeini’'s movement with a campaign of misinformation, and they were
thwarted by the truth leaking out....How can the officals expect anything to
happen in Modern Tehran in the age of communications without anyone finding
out?

You have now induced conditions so that no one dares to speak out, | reiterate to
you that these behaviors and the atmosphere of fear that you have caused will
not force me into silence and if there is a requirement | will state the relevent

issues.
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