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Mousavi’'s Seventeenth Statement: A Step Towards the Consolidation of the

Green Movement

Mir Hossein Moussavi’'s seventeenth statement [issued on January 1, 2010] can
be considered his most effective in the seven months since the beginning of the
Green Movement. Since its publication, numerous individuals, political groups
and organizations have each, applying their own vision, analyzed the statement
and underscored different components of it.

We, the undersigned, support a structural democratic change in Iran. We support
the rights of full citizenship for Iranians, regardless of faith, belief, ideology,
ethnicity and gender; we support the separation of state and religion; and
together we have concluded that Moussavi’s statement contains fundamental
proposals and unity around these principles can leave a permanent impact on
the solidarity and internal cohesion of the Iranian people’s peaceful struggle.
These principles, we believe, will further isolate the country’s authoritarian and
violent rulers. We believe that:

. The seventeenth statement was timely and has been able to deepen

existing fissures within the ruling bloc, forcing them to delay their planned violent
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crackdown.

. Moussavi once again reaffirmed his dedication to the people of Iran and to
their pluralist movement for fostering democratic changes in the country.

. Moussavi has avoided abstract and vague ideas, offering instead a
minimalist political platform with concrete demands for the regime.

. While showing his clear preference for the pluralist movement of the Iranian
people, he has shown readiness to negotiate with the regime to further the
demands of the movement. His indirect allusions to the “legal” impeachment of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad through the vote of parliament can be seen as a sign of
his democratic proclivities. Mehdi Karoubi, also, in his recent statement [January
11, 2010}, insisted on the necessity of peaceful means and avoiding violence.
We consider democracy the institutionalization of nonviolent methods for
maintaining and managing political differences, and for increasing the political
participation of the citizenry. Experience has shown that political negotiations are
a crucial method in the tumultuous process of a peaceful transition to democracy.
. The most important clauses in this statement are the four dealing with free
elections and their preconditions; these preconditions include the immediate
release of all political prisoners, freedom of the press and the media, and
emphasis on the necessity for the rights of free association and the formation of
political parties. Since the elections last June, advocates of democracy and
pluralism have repeatedly put forth these preconditions. It is our hope that their
articulation in Mir Hossein Mousavi’s statement will pave the way for their general
acceptance and will facilitate further cooperation between different forces within
the Green Movement, from Muslim reformists to secular democrats. Accepting
free elections as the most acceptable and least costly way for a transition to a
democratic system shows Moussavi’s intellectual suppleness and the expansive
nature of his vision in response to recent events. Mehdi Karoubi has also, since
the presidential election, played an undeniable role in articulating and expanding
the demands of the democratic movement. With his resistance and valor, he has
strengthened the opposition movement in Iran.

We support the essential components of Mousavi’'s statement and consider it a



proper minimalist program for addressing the current state of affairs in the
country; we further believe that the socio-political movement of the Iranian people
will in near future adopt a comprehensive democratic program, one that will
transcend the current limits and will include the rights of citizenship for each and
every citizen of Iran, regardless of ethnicity and gender.
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